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ABSTRACT

Maria Garagouni, Foivos-Alexandros Mouchlianitis, Georgia Avgerinou, George Minos, Kostas
Ganias: Bottlenose dolphin depredation damage profile in a gillnet fishery in the Thermaikos
Gulf

Bottlenose dolphins Tursiops truncatus depredating static coastal fishing nets appear to be selective in
what prey they target depending on location and season, so it is important to understand any localised
trophic preferences they display in order to appropriately modify fishing tactics and/or gear. We studied
the damage caused by dolphin depredation to catch and gear in a gillnet fishery in the inner Thermaikos
Gulf, and developed a preference index for the most frequently caught genera. Bottlenose dolphins target
primarily benthic fishes such as Mullus, Pagellus, and Diplodus, as well as more pelagic fishes such as
Sphyraena and Trachurus. Non-dolphin predators appear to favour the same species, albeit with
differently ranked preferences. The vertical hole profile in the nets confirms these patterns, as in May and
June, when there are large schools of Sardinella locally present, the proportion of holes in the upper part
of the net is higher than in any other months, when the catch is primarily composed of benthic species.
Keywords: coastal fisheries, gillnets, bottlenose dolphins, depredation, catch damage, gear damage

EIZAIQrH

Ta pwobdéldwva Tursiops truncatus, Montagu 1821 elval omoptouvioTikol BnpeuTég Kal ocuxva
tpédovtal apnaloviag allevpata amd dixtua. Itn MeOOYELO OUYKEKPLUEVA €lval €VvToveg oL
oAANAemdpacelg Toug pe amAadia kal pavwpeva dixtua (Bearzi et al. 2002, Tixier et al. 2021, Jog et al.
2022). H udapmayr aAlEUPATWY OXL LOVO UTTOPEL va HELWOEL TNV oUVOALKN Papld, aAAd kal va ¢Bsipet
Ta PapLa mou anopévouv oto Sixtu Kal va mtpokaAeéoel {nULEG oTo 6Lo To epyaleio. Exouv Sokipaotel
Sladopeg pEBodol anwbnong twv SeAdviwy, T.X. LUE OKOUOTIKA | YEUOTLKN €VOXANGN, UE €AAXLOTN
emtuxia. Ymapyxouoeg UEAETEG Oeixvouv eTAEKTIKOTNTA TWV pvodéAdvwy Katd tn Onpeuon (m.x.,
Lauriano et al. 2004, Rocklin et al. 2009) avaAoya pE TNV TMEPLOXN KOl TNV €moxn. EmMopévwg eival
ONUOVTIKO va yVwpLlou e TIG TPODLKEC TOUG TIPOTLUACELS, WOTE VA TPOCAPHOCTOUV AVAAOYQ OL TOTUKEG
OALEUTIKEG HEBOOOL, TOOO OL TAKTIKEG TWV OALEWV 000 Kal Ta epyaleia mou xpnolponolovyv. H mapoloa
epyaoia okomeUeL va SLEPEUVNAOEL TIC TPODLKEG TIPOTIUNOELS TwV pvodeAdlvwy otov Oepuaiko KoArmo,
peAetwvtag To podid twv dBopwv o0To oAleUpa KAl TO UAIKO TwV amAadlwv Siytuwyv UE Ta omoia
oAAnAemidpouv.

YAIKA KAl MEGOAOI

Melpapatikeg aAleuTikeG SelypatoAnieg mpaypatomowiBnkav katd to 2020 kat 2021, pe
ETIAYYEAUATIKO OALEUTIKO oKAdOC (UKkog 8 m, 2.3 GT, 43 hp) amo to Ayuave tg Néag Mnxaviwvag otov
E0WTEPLKO Oepuaiko KOAmo. Xpnotuomnotndnkav anAddia pe Slaywvio avolypa patiot 36 mm, cUVOALKO
punkog 900 m kat UPog 1,8 m. Ta Sixtua tomoBetolvtayv os Stddopa onpeia EKTOC Tou Alpaviou, os BAadn
5-20 m, mpwv TV avatoAn tou nAlou, ywa mepimou 1,5 hr. Katd tn Siapkela tng SewypatoAniog,
TLAPATNPNTEC €L TOU oKAPOUC EAEyxaV TNV TEpLOXN yLa deAdivia rj dAAoug peyalouc BnpeutEc.

To oUvoAo Tou aALeUOTOC HeTadepOTAV VWO oTo Kévtpo Blohoyikwyv Edapuoywv Ayyehoxwpiou
Tou Aplototeleiou Mavemiotnuiov Oeooalovikng. Ekel ywvotav avayvwplon tou idoug yla kabe {wikod
0PYAVLOWO, EVW Mall e LOPPOUETPLKEG UETPAOELG KaTtaypadOoTav Kal Tuxov ¢Bopég amd Bnpeutég. Metd
NV avacupon tTwv Siytuwy, To Kabéva eheyxotav yla Tuxov {nuéG. Mplv emokevaotel N kaBe {nuLa,
ONUELWVOTOV N Katakopudn Bon tng oto Sixtu (Avw-Méon-Kdatw/U-M-L) kat to péyebog tne.

H tpodikn mpotipnon twv deAdviwy o€ oUYKEKPLUEVA allevpata eEeTaoTnke umoAloyilovtag Tn
ouxvoTnTa eudAvIonG Kol To TOO0OTO CWHATIKNG GBopdg ota 1o kowad yévn Paplwv, SnAadn os ekeiva
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Tmou aAlevtnkav TouAdylotov oto 20% Tou cuvolou Twv SelypoatoAnPlwv. To ywopevo twv 800
OUXVOTNTWV XPNOoLLoToOnke wg évag tumomnotnpévog Seiktng tpodlkng mpotiunong ya kabe yévog.
Mapopoiwg, ta iSta otolela umtoAoylotnkav Kat ya TG SetypatoAnpieg otig omoleg dev epdaviotnkav
Seldivia.

AMNOTEAEZMATA KAI 2YZHTHZH

JuvoAikd mpaypatonolifnkav 80 SelypatoAnyieg, petafl Ampiliou kot NogpPpiou Twv SUo £TWVv.
EmBéoelg and Baldooia Onhaoctikd onuewwdnkav oe 11/36 kat 15/44 SsiypatoAndisg avtiotolywe,
QUMOKAELOTLKA amo pwvodéAdva. H avaluon twv ¢Bopwv oto aAicupa enikevipwbnke o yevn Yaplwv
kat kepahomodwv mou aAteltnkav mavw amod 15 dopég. Ztnv Ewdva la Siakpivovtal ta mooootd
aAieuong kat $Bopdg oe kKaAAadeg pe N xwplg emBéoelg anod SeAdivia. Tpia yévn Paplwv aAtevtnKav
oxedov oe 0Aeg Tig SetypatoAnieg, ouykekpipéva ta Mullus, Pagellus, kol Diplodus. Ta 00 mpwta yévn,
pall pe ta Sphyraena kai Trachurus, eiyav kot ta upnAotepa mocootd ¢pBopag (>20%) oe detypatolnieg
omou kataypadnkav Seddivia. AvtiBétwe, ta Scorpaena kal Serranus &gv mpooeAkUouv kabBoAou Ta
Seldivia, adol ahteltnkav og mavw amod 30% autwy Twv SelypatoAnPLwy xwpig va onpewwdetl pBopd
og Kavéva ATopo.
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Ewova 1. a) Zuxvotnteg alieuong kat mocootd ¢$HOopdg amd Onpeutég yia ta Kupla yévn Yapuwv oe
SelypatoAnyicg mov 8£xOnkav (okoUpo umAe) | v 8£xONkav (yaldalo) emiBéoelg and Seldivia. B) Acikteg
TPOTLLNONG TWV ONUOVTIKOTEPWY AALEVUATWY OE TIELPAUATIKEG KAAASEG. OETIKEG TILEG adopolv TV TtpoTtipnon
and pwodéldva, apvnTikég adopouv thv rpotipnon and aAAoug Onpeutég.

Figure 1. a) Occurrence and depredation damage rates of the most commonly caught fish genera in hauls that were
(dark blue) or were not (light blue) depredated by dolphins. b) Preference indices of the most frequently caught
fish genera in experimental hauls. Positive values correspond to preference by bottlenose dolphins, negative values
correspond to preference by other predators.

Jtnv Ewkova 1B Stakpivovtal ol SladopeTIKEG TPODLKEG TPOTLUNOELS LETAEL BnpeuTwy. Ta MEVTE yYEvh TTOU
TIPOTLUWVTAL TTEPLOCOTEPO amo ta deAdivia £xouv uPnAo Seiktn mpotipnong kat ano GAAoug BnpeuTeg,
aAAG OxL Katd Ty (Sla oglpd. Afloonpeiwtn elval kat n Stadalvopevn mpotipnon GAAwvV Bnpeutwv oTto
Boops, yévog oto omoio ta SeAdivia omavia daivetal va adrvouv ixvn. Mapouolws Ouwg e to Sardinella,
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n anouvcio OapuEVWY atopwVY oto Sixtu Pnopel va umtoSnAwvel otL ta SeAdivia eite katadépvouv va
ta adalpovv oAOKAnpa UE UEYOAUTEPN €UKOALQ €lTe TA Kuvnyouv Otav komadialouv mopd OTav
aAtevovtal. E€aAou, Ta pova unoAeippata Boops mou Bpebnkav ota dixtua pog napoucio deApviwv
Arav kepaia, SnAadn Aelmel o LeyaAUTEPO UEPOG TOU ATOMOU. POAO o€ auto pnopel va mailel n mAeupad
Tou SixTtuoU amod tnv omola yivetal n emiBeon, kKaBWG av autr yivel amod Tnv pepLd Tou KedaAlol, Tote
pmnopet elkoAa va adalpebel OAOKANPO TO ATOWO, EVW ATIO TNV aVTIOETN HepLA Ta BpdyxLa mapakwAUouV
v adaipeon oAokAnpou tou Paplou.

H olUvBeon tou aAlevpatog oe kABe Sdetypatohnyio pavnke OTL GUVEEETAL E TNV KOTAKOPUDN
Béon twv Tpunwv ota Sixtua. Itnv Ewkéva 2 daivetal n pnviaia cuvBeon tou aAelpatog, pall pe tn
oUXVOTNTA TWV TPUTIWV O€ KABE Katakopudn Béon U-M-L. Onwg Ba nTav avapevouevo, Toug LAVEG OTIou
UTIEPTEPOUV Ta TtapafevOika €i6n Paplwv ota omoia €xouv mpotipnon ta SeAdivia tng mepLoXNg, ival
aUENUEVN KaL N UXVOTNTA TPUTIWY OTO KATW HEPOC TOoU SyTuoy. AvTIBETwWC, Toug uiveg Mdato kat lodvio
omou untnpéav kol peyala mocootd Sardinella, Atav peyaAUTEPO TO TOGOOTO TPUTIWV OTO AVW HEPOC TOU
Suytuol. Ekelvn e€dM\ou eival Kat n petaBatiky emoxn 0mou apXi{ouv oL CUCTNUATIKEG TILBECELC amd Ta
Seldivia ota mapaktia epyaleia. Eltkdletal ot 6tav umtdpxouv peydla komadia Sardinella otnv meploxn,
anoteAoUV €UKOAN KOL TOLOTIKN TNyn Tpodng yia ta OeAdivia, He QMOTEAECHA OQUTA va NV
«avaykafovtaw va otpadoulv npog ta dixtua. Afilel va onuelwBel emiong 6tL mapoAo mou ta Scorpaena
KalL Serranus gival tapafevOika eidn, dev BpeOnkav noté GOapuéva dTopa PeTd amo enibeon Seddviwy,
OKON KOL OTOUG UVEG OTIOU OL XAUNAEG TPUTIEG UTTEPTEPOUV KATA TTOAU £VAVTL TWV GAAWV.
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Ewova 2. Mnviaia ocUvOeon aAleUpatog Kot aplOpdg Tpunwv oe KAOs katakdpudn B£cn tou Sixtuol oe OAEG TIg
SelypatoAnieg tov 2021 (a) kan povo yia Tig SetypatoAnyieg omou kataypadpnkav seddivia (b).
Figure 2. Monthly catch composition and proportion of holes in each vertical position on the net, for all hauls in
2021 (a) and only for hauls during which dolphins were sighted (b).

Juvoyilovtag, Katd Tig eMB£oelg Toug ota anAdadia dixtua, Ta pvodéddLva mpoTipuouy Papla
Kuplwg mapoPevOika n melayikda vPnAng Statpodikng atlag, amodelyovtag yévn He LSlaitepoug
XpWHATLOROUC A/Kkat udh, Omwe ta Serranus koL Scorpaena. EL8kd og 6,tLadopd to SeUtepo, poNo Umopet
va Tailouv Kal Ta Loxupa-6nAntnplwdn aykabla Toug. AUTEG OL TPOTLUNOELG avTIKOTOMpilovTal Kol 0To
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npodiA {npuwv ota Sixtua. Ot untddounol Bnpeutég ou pokalouv ¢pBopég oto alieupa kat ota Sixtua
€XOUV TIOPOUOLEG TPODLKEG TIPOTLUNOELG KaL avaioyo Tpodil {nuuwv ota epyaleid, woTOGO CUVOALKA
T(POKAAOUV TIOAU AlyOTepEG {NKLEG O oXéon Ue Ta SeAdivia.
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